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EDITORIAL 


Time to start 


believing 


HOW MANY times have you heard 
someone say that soccer is the 
sleeping giant of Australian sport, 
that soccer will shortly become a 
major sport in this country, that the 
good times are just around the 
corner? 

| know you have heard that 
many, many times over, especially 
if you are an avid reader of Match 
Day because I've been writing that 
for that last few years. 

Well, | think it is time to change 
the tune, it is time to start singing 
another song. 

The reason? 

Australian soccer HAS arrived, 
the good times are here, we have 
now grabbed our place in the sun. 

The crowd figures across 
Australia for the Ericsson Cup are 
ample proof of that. 

And they aren't just flash in the 
pan stats which prove anything 
which the teller wants them to. 

Instead, the crowds have 
gradually and steadily been 
improving ever since the summer 
format was introduced in 1989. 

| spoke to president Ivan Simic 
after Wednesday night's game 
with Melbourne Knights and he 
was delighted at the crowd figure. 

And well he should — how many 
times in the past have three anda 
half thousand people turned up for 
a Wednesday night game in pretty 
cold weather? 

Sure, it wasn't a great crowd, but 
it was a very good one for a mid- 
week game, a fixture which 
normally would attract under two 
thousand. 

So today we are looking to host 
a Capacity house for the visit of 


UTS Olympic. 

In the past derby games have 
always meant bumper gates but 
today's should be that bit more 
special because United are on top 
of the league and Olympic, our 
fierce rivals, are just a point away 
in third spot. 

Over the last couple of years in 
particular the rivalry between the 
Sydney clubs has been huge. 

That is great for the game, that is 
what it is all about. 

| know that Branko Culina has a 
point to prove with this game and | 
know from speaking to the players 
just how fired up they are also. 

| am sure that we will have ninety 
minutes of superb football and | 
am sure that the expected 
Capacity crowd will let everyone 
know for miles around that a game 
of soccer is on. 

Hopefully we can sustain that for 
the whole of the season. 

That is when soccer will have 
totally arrived. 

Today | think we are on the 
doorstep of the big-time but with 
the World Cup qualifiers and the 
Confederations Cup just around 
the corner we could really 
breakthrough. 

Soccer has arrived, the game is 
now a mainstream sport - we just 
have to start acting like one. 

No longer will the game accept 
second best, no longer is a second 
best attitude good enough. 

But wouldn'tit be great to cap our 
arrival with Sydney United winning 
the Ericsson Cup ~ now that's a 
game I'd like to see. 


Bruce Campbell 
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Keeping a 


sharp legal 
eye for goals 


SYDNEY UNITED striker David 
Zdrilic probably has to rub his eyes 
when he sees his name on top of 
the Ericsson Cup goal-scoring 
charts so early in the season. 

The 22-year-old law student has 
already bagged five goals in four 
games and when one considers 
that he managed ten throughout the 
whole of last season, then his 
astonishment is appreciated. 

“I'm doing the same as what | was 
doing last season," he says. 

“But instead of hitting the post or 
missing the target by a matter of 
inches, luck has been on my side 
and the goals are coming." 

Zdrilic's strength is his ability to 
get into goal-scoring positions; that 
sixth sense that every good striker 
must possess in 


Wed | 77 doing the same as what I was - 


successful. 


evn eeiies Cong last season but instead of hittin g 
the post or missing the target by a 
matter of inches, luck has been on my 
Lr lves side and the goals are coming." 


rate of scoring has 
been the focus of 
everyone's atten- 


his finishing has 
been even more 
impressive. 

The goal he scored in United's 
3-0 demolition job on Marconi last 
week was pure class. 

With little room to manoeuvre and 
under pressure from keeper Bob 
Catlin and defender Dominic 
Longo, Zdrilic looked up, picked his 
spot and clinically placed the bali 


y 
Derek Royal 


between his two opponents for the 
opening goal of the game. 

The smile on his face said it all 
and the fact that it was a match 
against United's arch-rivals on 


enemy soil wasn't lost on the young 
striker. 

“Local derbies against Marconi 
are always special and to score on 
their ground in front of a big crowd 
was very satisfying," he beamed. 

Funnily enough, Zdrilic never 
rates a mention when 
representative teams are 
discussed and his highest honours 


to date have been with New South 
Wales on separate tours to Hong 
Kong and China, and South Korea. 

"At Sydney United I've played 
alongside plenty of internationals 
such as Tony Popovic and Zeljko 
Kalac but I've never been 
recognised at the highest level, so 
playing for New South Wales was 
a bit of a taste for me," he says. 

Zdrilic performed well for the 
state team in Asia which instilled in 
him the belief that he had what it 
took to eventually play for his 
country. 

"| thought that being overlooked 
for national seiection was a case of 
someone thinking that | wasn't 
good enough but afier the tour to 
Asia, | proved to myself that that 
wasn't the case. 

"ve got a lot to 
learn and at least 
now, things seem 
to be going my 
way." 

Zdrilic's dream 
to make a name 
for himself in the 
harsh world of 
football was never an all- 
consuming passion as he grew up 
in Sydney suburbia. 

"My dad always encouraged me 
to get a good education," he says. 

"He always believed that an 
education was very important and 
it's reassuring to know that I'll have 
a qualification behind me when !'ve 


; 
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finished playing (soccer)." 

Zdrilic juggles five training 
sessions per week with law studies 
and a part-time job at a Sydney law 
firm. 

‘I've been studying law for about 
two and a half years now and 
unfortunately | missed sitting my 
exams last year because of our trip 
to Croatia so I'll have to do them 
this year. 

"It can get pretty hectic but I'm 
coping and | know that one day it's 
all going to pay off for me." 

While David Zadrilic's name in 
soccer circles continues to get 
bigger, the opportunities for that to 
pay off will be immense once he 
qualifies as a fully-fledged lawyer. 

"| intend on using my name in 
Soccer to assist me in establishing 
a client base when the time arises," 
he says, looking ahead to a bright 
future. 

But for now, David Zarilic's 
immediate future lies with the job of 
scoring goals for his beloved 
Sydney United. 

"I'm confident we have the talent 
to win the championship," he says. 

"We seem to be more mature and 
with the addition of players such as 
Kresimir Marusic and the return of 
Tony Popovic and Zeljko Kalac, 
we've probably got our best chance 
ever," 

And don't forget, the goals scored 
by a talented 22-year-old striker 
might come in handy as well. 


LIVERPOOL 


HOT LENS; 
HOT GUN 


PHOTO JOURNALIST Derek Royal 
has recently joined the /nside 
Soccer team and will be a feature 
at Sydney United home games 
capturing all the action. 

Here Derek proves he is spot on, 
interviewing David Zdrilic as the 
United young gun shot his way to 
the top of the goalscoring charts. 


Match Day Pages 


eet 


rt vat 
/ 2 / 


Apply to enter your team in Puma Street Soccer presented by 
SNICKERS® 1996/97 season. 


Complete in capital letters & return this form together with a ream regiscraction fee of 
$125 co: PUMA STREET SOCCER 
PO BOX 153 CARLTON SOUTH VIC. 3053. 


Cheques should be made payable ta Pura Streer Soccer, Please do not send cash, 


TEAM NAME; 


PLAYERS NAMES (IN FULL} 


| (CAPTAIN) 
, 
3 
4 
5 
TEAM MANAGERS NAME: 
- The Team Manager must be 18 vears or older, 
TEAM MANAGERS ADDRESS: 
POS CODE Pee 


TEAM MANAGERS PHONE NUMBERS: BH: ——$_-._ AH: 
Please tick age group of team: 10-13 years [ ] 14-16 years im) 


(ALL players must still be within this age group on lst Nov ember 1997. PROOF of age 
with a PHOTO ID will be required ar each event.) 


REQUESTED PLAYING STATE: 
8A, OLD, NSW, ACT, VIC. If application is unsuccessful in your State, the registration 
fee will be returned in full. 


MANAGERS SIGNATURE: — 
This application form must be signed by the adult who will accompany the ream. 
REMEMBER ENTRY IS LIMITED SO APPLY NOW. GOOD LUCK! 
RING 039 662 1711 FOR MORE INFORMATION 
SNICKERS? is a registered trademark, * Mars 1996 
eM oe Mle. om 4 yo 
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S.J.P. FORMWORK 


ESTABLISHED 1970 


HIGHLY SPECIALISED AND 
EXPERIENCED IN ALL BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION AND CIVIL WORK 


WE PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY SERVICE WITH 
QUALITY ASSURANCE AND QUALITY CONTROL ~ 


TELEPHONE: (02) 832 4133 
FACSIMILE: (020) 625 2387 


CONTACT: 
STIPE PEJKOVIC ON MOBILE 018 228 374 


SJ.P. FORMWORK (AUST) PTY LTD 
A.C.N. 003 130 103 
170 POWER STREET, GLENDENNING. NSW. 2761 
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~ gE Micote Street, 
Liverpool, 
¢ NSW 2170 


LADIES Haircuts trom $16.00 
MENS Haircuts trom $12.00 


AND LADIES 
show a copy of this advert and receive 15% 


otourpemsendcoions EMT S399 


10 YEARS' EXPERIENCE 


* Free Quotes * Closed circuit TV 
* Alarms * Access control 

* Domestic * Ducted vacuums 

* Commercial * Intercoms 

* Smoke sensors * 24 hour monitoring 


Protective Security Our alarm prices start from $700 - complete 
System with infra red detection 


CALL ANTHONY JERAK 


| 24 Hour Mobile: 0414 246 890 | 


"THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST“ 
Member of § 
industry a ewe LZ. 
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The way that the Pumas played against 
Melbourne Knights suggests big things in 
the offing; just watch the form of 


Thunderbolt 
& Lightning 


IT'S GETTING pretty hard to write 
articles for this magazine lately - 
because there is a growing buzz in 
the air around the King Tomislav 
club area that this young United 
side is very capable of doing 
something this season. 

Already coach Branko Culina has 
sounded out the warnings about 
not getting carried away but the 
match against the Melbourne 
Knights was a good example of a 
team doing the business - and with 
something to spare. 

The first half certainly wasn't the 
most exciting and with just a couple 
of minutes on the clock in the 
second half one of the journos in 
the press box commented that a 
goal was needed. 

Well it came; even though it was 
scored at the wrong end. 

Then someone else said; "That 
will shake United up — that's just 
what they needed." 

And was he right. 

A period of about fifteen minutes 
of total power play football saw first 
Velimir Kupresak and then David 
Zdrilic get on the scoresheet. 

Kupresak had a top night having 
a hand in saving at one end and 
then reversing his role to be a 
destroyer at the other. 

He was clearly enjoying himself 
when he got his name on the 
scoresheet and that was just the 
tonic needed for the Pumas to push 
up a degree. 


"We played very well in patches," 
agreed coach Branko Culina after 
the game. 

He even had asmile as he said it, 
although he won't start counting his 
chickens yet. 

After only a handful of games it 
really is far too early to start talking 
of anything other than the games 
coming up. 

But there is very definitely an air 
of confidence and optimism. 

And even although | hate to tip 
racehorses and football teams at 
this early stage you would have to 
think that any team which finishes 
above United would be looking 
good for honours. 

But the fluency of the play against 
Melbourne Knights was very 
encouraging, especially 
considering that this was once the 
side regarded as United's bogey, 
their big jinx. 

“Of course it's always good to 
beat the Knights," said Culina. 

“They are still a very good side 
and they gave us a lot of problems. 

“| was happy with the result, I've 
got to be honest." 

OK, so back to the press box 
where with just a few minutes left 
on the clock the feeling was that the 
Pumas had done the business - 
and with a bit left over for today's 
big one against Olympic. 

The forebearer of the evening's 
proceedings then innocently 
remarked; "Wouldn't it be a good 


way to finish with another goal 
when WHOOSHKA - Damir 
Cvetko nearly took the scoreboard 
goal net off with an absolute 
thunderbolt of a shot. 

That was it, three-—one and smiles 
all round - well, nearly all round. 

The small group of -Knights 
Supporters obviously thought that 
when Kutlesovski bundled in that 
early second half corner that they 
would go back to Melbourne with 
three points but it wasn't to be. 

Instead class and style won the 
day. 

So the big sixty four million dollar 
question is (and | know Branko 
Culina is going to get upset by 
reading this); "are the Pumas good 
enough to win the Ericsson Cup?" 

Judging by the way that 
Thunderbolt and Lightning, a.k.a. 
Damir Cvetko and David Zadtrilic, 
finished off the reigning Ericsson 
Cup champions we are in for a 
pretty exciting summer. 

Naturally, they have to keep their 
feet on the ground, naturally they 
have to be wary of media hype, 
naturally they have to strive for 
consistency. 

Maybe we shouldn't let the 
players read the club magazine — 
then | could really write some 
articles! Maybe we shouldn't let 
Branko read it - that might be a lot 
easier. But it wouldn't be half as 
much fun ...... 

Bruce Campbell 
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RMWORK PTY. LTD. 
90 Birdwood Road, if dames Hall, N.S.W. 2198 


SPECIALIST 
ALL TYPES OF FORMWORK | 


PETAR LEROTIC _ GRGO MATAK 
Managing Director Director 
Ph: (02) 708 3156 

Mob: 018 249 121 . Ph: 604 9318 


f] | p ~ Marko Seric 
Managing Director 
at A Ph: (02) 796 2311 Mob: 018 274 227 


Commercial Interiors & Shopfittings Fax: (02) 796 2034 
abe 5/2 Claremont Ave. Greenacre, N.S.W. 2190 
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Proudly sponsered by: 
SYDNEY UNITED soccer cL 


special gueste: 
-Playere from Sydney United 


CYDNEY UNITED & 
CARLTON PROMOTION 
GIVE AWAYS 
BE PART OF THE NEW GENERATION 

AND HAVE » ee 


223 Edensor Rd, Edensorb=.o" 


facts&figurestacts&figuresfa 
Hot Shots 


ERICSSON CUP 
THE TOP MARKSMEN 


05 David Zdrilic, Sydney United 


1996/97 
PUMA STATISTICS 


Best League Crowd: 
8,952 v Marconi Fairfield (Away — Round 4) 


Best League Marconi Home Crowd: 
4,085 v Wollongong Wolves (Home — Round 1) 


Total League Home Crowds: 
7,729 (2 games) 


Average League Home Crowd: 
3,864 


All Club Top League Crowd: 
12,561 Collingwood Warriors v Melbourne Knights 
(Round 1) 


Player Appearances: 
04 Babic, Mark 

04 Bilokapic, Paul 

01 Culina, Jason 

04 Cvetko, Damir 

04 Enes, Robert 

01 Gibson, Chad 

04 Kalac, Zeljko 

04 Kupresak, Velimir 
04 Marusic, Kresimir 
04 Milicic, Ante 

04 Moric, Ante 

04 Popovic, Tony 
02 Rudan, Marko 

03 Trajkovski, Robert 
01 Vrkic, Joe 

04 Zdrilic, David - total 16 players 


Jason Bennett, Newcastle 
Bobby Despotovski, Perth Glory 
Matthew Horsley, Wollongong 
Norman Tome, UTS Olympic 
03 Red Brown, Brisbane Strikers 
Kris Trajanovski, UTS Olympic 
02 Damir Cevtko, Sydney United 
Alex Duric, Gippsland Falcons 
Frank Farina, Brisbane Strikers 
Norman Kelly, Canberra Cosmos 
Glenn Sprod, Newcastle Breakers 
Paul Strudwick, Perth Glory 
Kimon Taliadoros, Collingwood 
Hamilton Thorp, West Adelaide 
Jimmy Tsekinis, West Adelaide 


On the Card 


ERICSSON CUP 


ROUND 5 
Friday 
Wollongong City v South Melbourne 
Newcastle Breakers v Canberra Cosmos 
Saturday 

Brisbane Strikers v Melbourne Knights 
Gippsland Falcons v West Adelaide 
Sunday 

Adelaide City v Marconi Fairfield 
Collingwood Warriors v Perth Glory 


Goals Scored: 
05 Zdrilic, David 

02 Cvetko, Damir 

01 Babic, Mark 

01 Velimir Kupresak 

01 Marusic, Kresimir 

01 Milicic, Ante 

01 Moric, Ante total: 12 goals 


SOCCER 


A UYUSTRALIA 
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ROUND 2 

Saturday 19 October 
Brisbane Strikers 6 
Brown 10, 61, 80 

own goal 39 

Phillips 65 

Farina 90 — pen 

Att: 4,572 

Venue: Suncorp Stadium 


Marconi Fairfield 1 
Bingley 89 

Att: 6,237 

Venue: Marconi Stadium 


Sunday 20 October 
Melbourne Knights 1 
Marth 43 

Att: 3,760 

Venue: Knights Park 


Wollongong City 1 
Horsley 87 

Att: 5,348 

Venue: Brandon Park 


UTS Olympic 1 
Tome 9 
Att: 7,428 


Newcastle Breakers 1 
Sprod 25 — pen 


Referee: M Shield 


Collingwood 1 
MacNicol 55 
Referee: D Crawford 


Gippsland Falcons 0 
Referee: S Micallef 


Adelaide City 0 


Referee: B Hugo 


Canberra Cosmos 0 


Referee: C Diomis 


Venue: Belmore Sports Ground 


West Adelaide 3 

own goal 40 

Tsckinis 48, 72 

Att: 3,537 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 


ROUND 3 

Friday 25 October 
Canberra Cosmos 1 
Kelly 45 


Att: 2,651 
Venue: Bruce Stadium 


Saturday 26 October 
Newcastle 1 
Wilson 26 


Att: 3,750 
Venue: Breakers Stadium 


Gippsland Falcons 2 
Duric 11, 16 


Att: 2,360 
Venue: Falcons Park 


Brisbane Strikers 2 
Farina 45 

Wehrman 62 

Att: 3,484 

Venue: Suncorp Stadium 


- 
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Perth Glory 1 
Strudwick 89 


Referee: E Brazzale 


West Adelaide 3 
Thorp 1, 56 
Borghetto 84 
Referee: M Breeze 


Perth Glory 3 
Strudwick 31 
Despotovski 33, 82 
Referee: S Micallef 


“Marconi Fairfield 2 


Holst 38 
Maloney 66 
Referee: G Connolly 


Wollongong City 1 
Horsley 73 


Referee: D Crawford 


ERICSSON CUP | 


P W D L F A Pts 

Sydney United 4 3 1°90 #12 5 10 

Brisbane Strikers 4 3 1 0 10 3 10 
UTS Olympic 3 3 0 0 8 14 9 
Collingwood Warriors 3 2 1 0 6 2 7 
Perth Glory 4 2 0 2 118 6 
West Adelaide 4 2 0 2 8 106 
Wollongong City 4 41 2 4 5 5 65 
Newcastle Breakers 5 1 2 2 9 144165 
Marconi Fairfield 4 1 2 1 6 8 § 
Melbourne Knights 4 14% 2 2 6 4 
Adeiaide City 3 0 2 1 0 4 2 
| Gippsland Falcons 4 0 2 2 2 6 2 
| South Melbourne 3 0 1 2 2 5 4 
, Canberra Cosmos 5~0 41 4 4 14 4 

NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE (N) 

P W D L F A Pt 
| AIS 4 3 :| 0 68 2 10 
UTS Olympic 3 3 0 0 8 -2 g 

_ Marconi Fairfield 4 3 0 14 4 2 9 

| Sydney United 3. 2 1 0 4 1 =7 

; Newcastle Breakers 3 2 0 14 7 6 6 
Wollongong City 4 41 2 1 6 7 § 
Queensland AS 3 1 0 2 5 5 3 

: Marconi Colts 4 1 0 3 6 7 8 
lympic Colts 2 1 0 141 3 4 8 

| NSWIS 3 1 0 2 41 8 8 

: ACT Academy 3.0 0 3 4 7 :«0 | 
Sydney United Colts 4 0 0 4 1 °8 90 
ROUND 19 (re-scheduled match) 
Friday I November 
Canberra Cosmos 1 Newcastle Breakers 1 
Dee §9 Zane 74 
Att: 9,421# * Referee: M Breeze 


Venue: Bruce Stadium 
* Double header with Australia v Tahiti 


ROUND 4 
Saturday 2 November 
Marconi Fairfield 0 Sydney United 3 
Zdrilic 49 
Moric 51 
Cvetko 84 
Att: 8,952 Referee: E Lennie 
Venue: Marconi Stadium 
Sunday 3 November 
South Melbourne 1 Brisbane Strikers 2 
Orlic 24 Hunter 4 — pen 
Wehrman 66 
Att: 5,452 Referee: B Hugo 


Venue: Lakeside Stadium 


Adelaide City 0 
Referee: E Brazzale ; 


Melbourne Knights 0 
Ait: 3,455 
Venue: Knights Park 
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& Cro-Link 
SYDNEY UNITED 


Wey MicArcré & 


SYDNEY UNITED RED SHIRTS, WHITE SHORTS, BLUE SOCKS 


SQUAD 


1 Zeljko Kalac 
2 Robert Trajkovski 
3 Velimir Kupresak 
“4 Tony Popovic (c) 
“5 Mark Babic 
6 
7 
8 


Cah 
# 

Robert Enes q 3 a 

Kresimir Marusic 

Ante Moric 

S Robert Markovac 

. ¥ 10 Ante Milicic 

r 11 Damir Cvetko 

12 Aytec Genc 

14 David Zadrilic 

.15 Jason Culina 

| 17 Paul Bilokapic 7 4 

| 18 Richard Plesa 

| 19 Joe Vrkic 

20 Peter Blazincic 

r 21 Mark Rudan 

22 Jacob Burns 

23 Chad Gibson 

24 Dean Culina 

25 Tom Maric 

26 Ante Seric 

27 John Didulica 

| 28 Ante Deur 

30 John Perosh 

31 Andrew Crews 


COACH: 
Branko Culina 


ERICSSON CUP FULL MATCH DETAILS & RESULTS 
HOT LINE ON THE ERICSSON CUP'S OFFICIAL 


0055 66 595 RECORDED INFORMATION SERVICE 
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Calls charged at Premium Rate 70c per 21.4 seconds 
Broadsystem 


ee 


PROUD TO BE 


MAJOR SPONSORS OF 
SYDNEY UNITED SOCCER CLUB 


YELLOW SHIRTS, SHORTS & SOCKS 


Bow touTse & 


BLUES 
SQUAD 


Tony Franken 
David Barrett 
Adam Ciantar 
Scott Baillie 
Ivan Zelic 

Peter Tsekenis 
Norman Tome 
Alistair Edwards 
Walter Ardone 
Brett Emerton 10 
Kris Trajanovski 11 
12 

Raphael Bove 13 
Elias Augerinos 14 
Nick Meredith 15 
16 

Milan Blagojevic 17 
Carlos Gonzalez 18 
George Sorras 19 
George Bouhoutsos 20 
21 

22 

Abbas Saad 23 

24 


PKG OF Eire 


Bove BArChLerr Cot An TOR MERE De ME 


At Spar TRUK Bale § 


OOn anar Wh — 


Yeu 
é Ed wARdDs 


7 RAS AnrorsK 


49 qh = 
92 C fone 27 


28 


COACH: 
David Ratcliffe 


ERICSSON CUP NOTICE 


Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is prohibited at all times and offenders will be prosecuted. 

All spectators are requested to vacate the ground within 15 minutes of the end of the final game. 

Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised persons who remain after the stipulated time. 

The setting alight of, or the igniting or discharging of any type of object, including fireworks, signal or smoke flares, is 
strictly prohibited. 


OFFENDERS WILL BE ARRESTED AND CHARGED 
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ERICSSON 2 


"WE'VE HAD a very good start to 
the season," agreed midfield ace 
/Robbie Enes after the midweek 
| clash with Melbourne Knights. 

"We're taking our chances now 
but the big difference between this 
and last season is that last season 
|those balls just wouldn't have gone 
in. That's really the difference — this 
year we're taking our chances." 

Enes has just come off a gruelling 
schedule after his trip to Tahiti with 
the Socceroos and then the return 
|match in Canberra. 
| "That was hard," he said, “and 
then to back that up with the game 
against Marconi and a midweek 
clash against Knights. But that 
winning feeling is a good one and 
hopefully it will just keeping going — 
i's great to keep winning all the 
time." 

The newly called—up Socceroo is 
playing down his current form, 


Good 


news for | 


the 


Pumas 


scoffing at suggestions that the 


| Marconi match was his best since 
joining Sydney United. 

"| had a good game," he said, “but 
wouldn't say it was my best. The 
|team is playing well and the new 
|players have fitted in very well. 
Marusic is just different class, he 
was just the sort of player we 
/needed at this club. And Cvetko 
has come on twice now and scored 
goals. 

"He is a quality striker and I've no 
| doubts that when he is fully fit that 
| he will be playing from the start. 

"Our average now is three goals 
a game. We've played four games 
and scored three goals every time. 
;You can't get the smile of our 
icoach's face - you should see 
him." 

No doubt Branko Culina will want 
to play that one down, but the 
United midfield is definitely on form. 

Another pleasing aspect of the 
team's performance is the amount 
of players getting into scoring 
positions in the opposition box. 

Against Knights the norm was 
five or six players pushing into the 
final third at any time, giving a 
variety of options. 

That is obviously another of the 
ingredients going into the United 
success mix to date and Robbie 


Enes is just happy to be part of it. 

"The Olympic game will be a BIG 
one," he says. "We are all 
expecting a big crowd as well and | 
wouldn't be surprised if it is bigger 
than ten thousand. 

"Our plan is just to take things 
easy. We prepared for the Knights 
game first and then the 
preparations for Olympic didn't start 
until Thursday.” 

The quiet determination shown by 
Enes has been a hallmark of a 
player who Branko Culina regarded 
as his major signing last season. 

His performances in midfield 
have also caught the eye of 
Sydney's soccer press with rave 
reviews on television being par for 
the course, 

That earned the former 
Melburnian a surprise call-up into 
the Socceroo squad - but he was 
delighted to take his chance when 
it came. 

"It was a big shock," he admitted 
of his call-up notice. "Damian Mori 
was supposed to come into the 
squad but called off and | got his 
place - but it was a big shock to me. 

"Maybe it helped me that Raul 
Blanco came in as coach. It was a 
great experience — even though it 


rained in Tahiti for four days 


straight." | 

Robbie Enes wasn't alone on 
national team duty, though, being | 
kept company by his two Sydney | 
United buddies, Zeljko Kalac and | 
Tony Popovic. | 

‘Spider' has earned himself al 
reputation with the Socceroos as | 
something of a showman — on and 
off the park as Enes quickly found 
out. 

"He's different," laughs the 
Socceroo rookie. "All you can do is 
watch him gamble, watch him talk 
- and that's it! He's so loud, it's| 
unbelievable — but he is very cocky. | 

"Spider is just so confident. All the 
boys get on really well with him." 

Enes isn't fooling himself into 
thinking that he is now a permanent 
fixture in a green and gold squad, | 
however, and realises that his was 
an opportunity to gain experience 
at the top level. 

But he still has an ambition to/ 
make his mark permanently and 
realises that to do that he has to 
perform well for Sydney United - 
week in and week out. 

And that is good news for United | 
fans. 


Mike Komadina & 
Bruce Campbell | 
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Croatia is waiting for 
you 
The friendly team at Wonderland Travel and Bravo International Holidays are ready to make 
‘it happen for you. 


Be it travel for business, family or just a well deserved holiday then these helpful, friendly 
ladies are ready to assist you. 


Marija Halar Vesna Mikic 


Join our special group departures and save hundreds of $$$$$$$$$. 
Special assistance given to passengers travelling from Croatia. 


Do as 'Spider' Zeljko Kalac does and have a carefree worry-free holiday. - 


Biazenka and Marija (02) 622 ‘7799 
Vesna (02) 727 7177 
Marela (02) 290 2377 


PROUD SPONSORS OF SYDNEY UNITED SOCCER TEAM 


WONDERLAND TRAVEL 


94 Main Street, Blacktown 


TEL: 622 7799 FAX: 671 6706 
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Canberra Cosmos 0 


Continued from page 13 Perth Glory 6 


McVittie 19 
Wollongong City 0 Newcastle Breakers 0 Despotovski 31, 87 
Att: 3,455 Referee: J Markovski Wingell 32 
Venue: Brandon Park G Naven 67 
Miller 80 
UTS Olympic 3 Gippsland Falcons 0 Att: 8,053 Referee: B Panella 
Trajanovski 47 Venue: Perth Oval 
Tome 55, 57 
Att: 7,128 Referee: M Breeze ROUND 3 (re~scheduled match) 
Venue: Belmore Sports Ground Sydney United 3 Melbourne Knights 1 
Zdrilic 64 Kutlesovski 52 
West Adelaide 1 Collingwood W'rriors 2 Kupresak 58 
Slager 21 Cerrachio 24, 68 Cvetko 90 
Att: 5,611 Referee: G Connolly Att: 3,644 Referee: B Hugo 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium Venue: Sydney United Sports Centre 


THE ICEMAN 


FINALLY he tost his cool .... and for all the right reasons. When 
Velimir Kupresak scored that equalising goal against 
Melbourne Knights he broke his normally staid composure. 
Jumping up and down with joy the player the fans call 'The 
Iceman’ had finally melted. 

But, like a good wine, Vella just keeps getting better and better 
with age and his three-way partnership with Mark Babic and 
Tony Popovic is one of the rocks on which United is built. 


—————ee 


Kien go 


B | CAN IC INCOME TAX/ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


TAXATION SPECIALIST 
14 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Mr llija Bicanic 6. cc, uP, RTA 
Suite 1 Edensor Park Shopping Plaza 
Cnr. Edensor & Allambie Roads 
EDENSOR PARK NSW 2176 
100 METRES FROM HERE !!!! 
TEL: 9610 9951 FAX: 9610 9953 MOB: 041 113 9031 
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"COCA-COLA", “COKE AND THE DYNAMIC RIBBON DEVICE ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 


bh Only one 
airline 
Suits soccer 


playersB 


from head” — 


to toe. 


ry 


— The ten at Ansett Australia ts a major sponsor and carrier of Soccer Australia. ANSETTAUSTRALIA 


ROUND 1 (week-ending 13th October) 
Adelaide City 0 Brisbane Strikers 0 


Perth Glory i UTS Olympic 4 
Canberra 2 Marconi Fairfield 3 
Collingwood 3 Melbourne Knights 0 
Gippsland 0 South Melbourne 0 
Sydney Utd 3 Wollongong City 3 
Newcastle6 West Adelaide 1 


ROUND 2 (week-ending 20th October) 
Brisbane 6 Newcastle Breakers 1 
UTS Olympic 1 Canberra Cosmos 0 
Marconi 1 Collingwood Warriors 1 
Melb Knights 1 Gippsland Falcons 1 
Sth Melbourne 1 Sydney United 3 
Wollongong 1 Adelaide City 0 

West Adelaide1 Perth Glory 3 


ROUND 3 (week-ending 27th October) 


Brisbane 2 Wollongong City 1 
Newcastle 1 Perth Glory 3 
Canberra 1 West Adelaide 3 


Collingwood Warriors v UTS Olympic PP 
Gippsland 2 Marconi Fairfield 2 

Sydney Utd 3 Melbourne Knights 1 (6/1 1/96) 
Adelaide City v South Melbourne PP 


ROUND 4 (week-ending 3rd November) 
Wollongong City 0 Newcastle Breakers 0 


South Melbourne 1 Brisbane Strikers 2 
Melbourne Knights 0 —_ Adelaide City 0 
Marconi Fairfield 0 Sydney United 3 

UTS Olympic 3 Gippsland Falcons 0 
West Adelaide 1 Collingwood Warriors 2 
Perth Glory 6 Canberra Cosmos 0 


ROUND 5 (week-ending 10th November) 
Wollongong City v South Melbourne 
Brisbane Strikers v Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide City v Marconi Fairfield 

Sydney United v UTS Olympic 
Gippsland Falcons v West Adelaide 
Collingwood Warriors v Perth Glory 
Newcastle Breakers v Canberra Cosmos 


ROUND 6 (week-ending 17th November) 
South Melbourne v Newcastle Breakers 
Melbourne Knights v Wollongong City 
Marconi Fairfield v Brisbane Strikers 

UTS Olympic v Adelaide City 

West Adelaide v Sydney United 

Perth Glory v Morwell Falcons 

Canberra Cosmos v Collingwood Warriors 


ROUND 7 (week-ending 24th November) 

South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights Wollongong 
City v Marconi Fairfield 

Brisbane Strikers v UTS Olympic 

Adelaide City v West Adelaide 

Sydney United v Perth Glory 

Morwell Falcons v Canberra Cosmos 

Newcastle Breakers v Collingwood Warriors 
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Ericsson Cup 
1996/97 


Zs 
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ROUND 8 (week-ending 1st December) 
Melbourne Knights v Newcastle Breakers 
Marconi Fairfield v South Melbourne 

UTS Olympic v Wollongong City 

West Adelaide v Brisbane Strikers 

Perth Glory v Adelaide City 

Canberra Cosmos v Sydney United 
Collingwood Warriors v Morwell Falcons 


ROUND 9 (week-ending 8th December) 
Adelaide City v Canberra Cosmos 
Brisbane Strikers v Perth Glory 
Wollongong City v West Adelaide 

South Melbourne v UTS Olympic 
Meibourne Knights v Marconi Fairfield 
Sydney United v Collingwood Warriors 
Newcastle Breakers v Morwell Falcons 


ROUND 10 (week-ending 15th December) 
Marconi-Fairfield v Newcastle Breakers 
UTS Olympic v Melbourne Knights 

West Adelaide v South Melbourne 

Perth Giory v Wollongong City 

Canberra Cosmos v Brisbane Strikers 
Coilingwood Warriors v Adeiaide City 
Morwell Falcons v Sydney United 


ROUND 11 (week-ending 22nd December) 
Marconi-Fairfield v UTS Olympic 
Melbourne Knights v West Adelaide 

South Melbourne v Perth Glory 

Wollongong City v Canberra Cosmos 
Brisbane Strikers v Collingwood Warriors 
Adelaide City v Morwell Falcons 

Newcastle Breakers v Sydney United 


ROUND 12 (week-ending 29th December) 
West Adelaide v Marconi-Fairfield 

UTS Olympic v Newcastle Breakers 

Perth Giory v Melbourne Knights 

Canberra Cosmos v South Melbourne 
Collingwood Warriors v Wollongong City 
Morwell Falcons v Brisbane Strikers 
Sydney United v Adelaide City 


ROUND 13 (week-ending 5th January) 
Adelaide City v Newcastle Breakers 
Brisbane Strikers v Sydney United 
Wollongong City v Morwell Falcons 
South Melbourne v Collingwood Warriors 
Melbourne Knights v Canberra Cosmos 
Marconi Fairfield v Perth Glory 

UTS Olympic v West Adelaide 


ROUND 14 (week-ending 12th January) 
Newcastle Breakers v Adelaide City 
Sydney United v Brisbane Strikers 
Morwell Falcons v Wollongong City 
Collingwood Warriors v South Melbourne 
Canberra Cosmos v Melbourne Knights 
Perth Glory v Marconi Fairfield 

West Adelaide v UTS Olympic 


ROUND 15 (week-ending 2nd February) 
Brisbane Strikers v Adelaide City 
Wollongong City v Sydney United 

South Melbourne v Morwell Falcons 
Melbourne Knights v Collingwood Warriors 
Marconi Fairfield v Canberra Cosmos 

UTS Olympic v Perth Glory 

West Adelaide v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 16 (week-ending 9th February) | 
Adelaide City v Wollongong City 

Sydney United v South Melbourne 
Morwell Falcons v Melbourne Knights 
Collingwood Warriors v Marconi Fairfield 
Canberra Cosmos v UTS Olympic 

Perth Glory v West Adelaide 

Newcastle Breakers v Brisbane Strikers 


ROUND 17 (week-ending 16th February) 
South Melbourne v Adelaide City 
Wollongong City v Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Fairfield v Morwell Falcons 
Melbourne Knights v Sydney United 
UTS Olympic v Collingwood Warriors 
West Adelaide v Canberra Cosmos 

Perth Glory v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 18 (week-ending 23rd February) 
Adelaide City v Melbourne Knights 
Brisbane Strikers v South Melbourne 
Canberra Cosmos v Perth Glory 
Collingwood Warriors v West Adelaide 
Morwell Falcons v UTS Olympic 

Sydney United v Marconi Fairfield 
Newcastle Breakers v Wollongong City 


ROUND 19 (week-ending 2nd March) 

Marconi Fairfield v Adelaide City 

Melbourne Knights v Brisbane Strikers 

South Melbourne v Wollongong City 

Canberra 4 Newcastle Breakers 1 (1/11/96) 
Perth Glory v Collingwood Warriors 

West Adelaide v Morwell Falcons 

UTS Olympic v Sydney United 


ROUND 20 (week-ending 9th March) 
Adelaide City v UTS Olympic 

Brisbane Strikers v Marconi Fairfield 
Wollongong City v Melbourne Knights 
Collingwood Warriors v Canberra Cosmos 
Morwell Falcons v Perth Glory 

Sydney United v West Adelaide 
Newcastle Breakers v South Melbourne 


ROUND 21 (week-ending 16th March) 
Melbourne Knights v South Melbourne 
Marconi Fairfield v Wollongong City 

UTS Olympic v Brisbane Strikers 

West Adelaide v Adelaide City 

Perth Glory v Sydney United 

Canberra Cosmos v Morwell Falcons 
Collingwood Warriors v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 22 (week-ending 23rd March) 
Adelaide City v Perth Glory 

Brisbane Strikers v West Adelaide 
Wollongong City v UTS Olympic 

South Melbourne v Marconi Fairfield 
Morwell Falcons v Collingwood Warriors 
Sydney United v Canberra Cosmos 
Newcastle Breakers v Melbourne Knights 


ROUND 23 (week-ending 30th March) 
Marconi Fairfield v Melbourne Knights 
UTS Olympic v South Melbourne 

West Adelaide v Wollongong City 

Perth Glory v Brisbane Strikers 

Canberra Cosmos v Adelaide City 
Collingwood Warriors v Sydney United 
Morwell Falcons v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 24 (week-ending 6th April) 
Melbourne Knights v UTS Olympic 
South Melbourne v West Adelaide 
Wollongong City v Perth Glory 
Brisbane Strikers v Canberra Cosmos 
Adelaide City v Collingwood Warriors 
Sydney United v Morwell Falcons 
Newcastle Breakers v Marconi Fairfield 


ROUND 25 (week-ending 13th April) 
UTS Olympic v Marconi Fairfield 

West Adelaide v Melbourne Knights 
Perth Glory v South Melbourne 

Canberra Cosmos v Wollongong City 
Collingwood Warriors v Brisbane Strikers 
Sydney United v Newcastle Breakers 
Morwell Falcons v Adelaide City 


ROUND 26 (week-ending 20th April) 
Adelaide City v Sydney United 
Brisbane Strikers v Morwell Falcons 
Wollongong City v Collingwood Warriors 
South Melbourne v Canberra Cosmos 
Melbourne Knights v Perth Glory 
Marconi Fairfield v West Adelaide 
Newcastle Breakers v UTS Olympic 
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Engineering 
Excellence and 
Technology 


i 
wi 


ENGINEERING CAPABI 


expertise in the following area 


ENGINEERING 


- Industria! Gases 


- Chemical & Processing Incorporated in NSW 

- Veneer Production os 

- Food Industry 17 - 20 Valediction Road, 
- Metal Manufacture Kings Park, NSW 2148 
- Tooling & hee Australia. 

- Material Handling Conveying : 

- Robotics and Automation Z or Oe receren 

- Hydraulic, Pneumatic & electric control ax: (02) 


Intl. Prefix: + 61 2 
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QO-Lin< 
Transport 


PTY LTD 


1-12 TONNE TRUCKS 
24 HOUR 


TRANSPORT SERVICE 
TAXI TRUCK SERVICE @ 
HOURLY/PERMANENT HIRE 

WHOLE METROPOLITAN AREA 

RADIO CONTROLLED 
MOBILE ADVERTISING | 
EXTRA COMPETITIVE RATES ae 


40 Bentley St, Wertherill Park, 2164 


725 2655 7A 


WE GET A KICK OUT 
OF SUPPORTING 
THE SYDNEY UNITED 
: PUMAS. 


puma’ 


PUMA0646 


